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Dear Austin Waldorf School Alumni, 

My name is Jonathan Silver, Head of School for the Austin Waldorf School, and am I so grateful for the

opportunity I have had to be a part of this wonderful community these past couple of years, despite the

unprecedented challenges we have all faced in 2020 and now 2021.  On behalf of today’s and tomorrow’s

Austin Waldorf School students, I would like to thank you for being a member of our alumni. From your years

as a student at the Austin Waldorf School, you know how much of a family our community is. While one grows

up and eventually moves on from the Austin Waldorf School, one’s membership in the family is a lifetime

membership. The Austin Waldorf School benefits from an active alumni organization.

ALUMNI KNOW THE AUSTIN WALDORF SCHOOL
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

No one knows the Austin Waldorf School better than its students. By teaching Waldorf values and ideals, the

Austin Waldorf School instills in its students a life philosophy that is put into action as they become alumni

and go out into the world. The alumni perspective, formed by the values that their alma mater taught them, is

key to sustaining the school’s mission, vision, and values. As the Austin Waldorf School inevitably evolves,

alumni voices are invaluable in conversations about the direction in which the school is headed.

 

ALUMNI BUILD A SCHOOL’S REPUTATION
 

Prospective families wonder how a school will affect their children. Often, the best way to answer this question

is to look at a school’s alumni base. Each Austin Waldorf School alum is a reflection of the way in which the

Austin Waldorf School influenced its students, and each alum is a living testament to the Austin Waldorf

School mission. It is important, therefore, for the Austin Waldorf School to showcase its alumni in order to

demonstrate how its students can make an impact in the world.
 

 

...CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ALUMNI HELP TO SUSTAIN SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT
 

Private schools, like the Austin Waldorf School, rely on tuition fees to cover the day-to-day costs of running a

school, yet to fund development initiatives schools often rely on support from donors. Alumni who are

motivated to advance their alma mater’s mission provide a strong donor network on which a school can rely to

continue its development. Whether it be improving facilities or increasing the amount of financial aid dollars

the Austin Waldorf School can award, there are numerous ways alumni donors can make a real difference in

the lives of Austin Waldorf School students

 

ALUMNI PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES TO STUDENTS
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A school’s alumni base offers a wealth of educational opportunities for its current students. As students

graduate and pursue their various interests, their experiences provide those younger than

they with privileged information that can guide their own journeys. Students interested in a particular college

or university can connect with an alum who has attended that institution. Alumni working in various

professional fields or industries can teach students about their work and how they got there. By connecting

with alumni, schools can tap into a vast pool of knowledge to deliver to their current students.

 INCREASE A SCHOOL’S NETWORK
 

By organizing the Austin Waldorf School Alumni Association, publishing alumni communications, and hosting

events, the Austin Waldorf School develops a strong network among the alumni helping to connect the Austin

Waldorf School to others who can work to advance the mission, vision, and values of the school. A school’s

network can be extended dramatically through its alumni and can create countless opportunities to better

serve its students.    

Once again, thank you for being a part of our alumni association initiative. We look forward to inviting more

and more of you back to the Austin Waldorf School and helping us to continue to serve our students well and

to expand our reach into the greater Austin community and perhaps even beyond. 

Sincerely,

 

Jonathan L. Silver, PhD

Head of School
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IN CELEBRATION OF 40 YEARS OF THE AUSTIN WALDORF SCHOOL, THE COMMUNITY HAS

BEEN SHARING 40 STORIES ABOUT OUR SCHOOL, OUR PROGRESS, AND OUR COMMUNITY. 

 

HERE ARE A FEW HIGHLIGHTS OF THOSE WHO HAVE TOUCHED THE LIVES OF THE

ALUMNI COMMUNITY
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Want to know something

crazy? My middle school

years were the best of my

childhood. I feel so lucky

that these years of

intense passions,

confusions, growth and

change were held and

nurtured in the way that

they were. ...Click to

read more. 

Faculty Spotlight, Betsy

Hanelius

by Maya Kaough 

Class of 2003

 

Bill Toole simply loved

them. Honestly, openly

and with humor. Lots of

humor. He celebrated their

triumphs with them and

shared his passion for

learning with them. He

challenged our children to

think, to open their

hearts, to give, and to

forgive. And just as

importantly, to be able to

laugh at themselves and

find joy...Click to read

more.

We Remember Bill Toole

by Teresa O’Shaughnessy

AWS Alumni Parent

 

Donned in my vintage

warm-up jersey, and with

my ’96-’97 seventh grade

trophy in the background

(yes, I’ve kept up with it for

23 years!), Coach Erik

Olson and I caught up via

Zoom to reminisce about

his 25-year career and

what is yet to come....Click

to read more.

25 Years of Roadrunner

Athletic Glory…and

Counting: Reflecting on

My Life-Long Mentorship

with Coach Erik Olson

by Anna Parker Morshedi 

Class of 2001

 

40 STORIES FOR 40 YEARS
 

https://austinwaldorf.org/uncategorized/story-15-faculty-spotlight-remember-bill-toole/
https://austinwaldorf.org/alumni-news/story-11-faculty-spotlight-betsy-hanelius/
https://austinwaldorf.org/alumni-news/story-11-faculty-spotlight-betsy-hanelius/
https://austinwaldorf.org/uncategorized/story-15-faculty-spotlight-remember-bill-toole/
https://austinwaldorf.org/faculty/story-8-faculty-spotlight-erik-olson/
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Beyond the Cabins in the Woods
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 Beans , my dog . I still obsess over log cabins and being as self-sufficient as Laura in the Little House on the

Prairie . I can still hear my grandma ’s voice as she read me those books so many moons ago , they inspired me

so !

...Am I Grown Up Now?
Sky Melcer (22 years later) 

When I was in third grade I had some big dreams , some of which have come

true- and more ! I am starting my sixth year as the assistant kindergarten

teacher in the Moongarden classroom here at the Austin Waldorf School , so

part of me has apparently always known I was destined to teach and in this

community ! I am currently enrolled at Sunbridge , completing my Waldorf Early

Childhood teacher training , and have become fluent in American Sign

Language as well ! I still like to go places and see the world and have had many

amazing travels with many places to look at still on my list ! I still want to live in

and own a house- but have yet to design the perfect one- but I love to envision

interior design , so I know one day I will . . .and I will live there with the infamous 

 

After I graduated from AWS in 2017 , I choose to attend Minerva , a non-

traditional university that aspires to transform higher education and prepare its

students to be successful in an ever-changing , globalized world . At Minerva ,

students travel every semester to a different country to learn experientially

from each distinct place and culture by partnering with local organizations to

complete projects together . During the past four years , I ’ve traveled to Seoul ,

Hyderabad , Berlin , Buenos Aires , and London . One of the most interesting

projects I worked on was during my time in Buenos Aires where I partnered

with INECO , one of the largest mental health providers in Argentina , to devise

solutions about how to mitigate burnout rates among their employees . 

 

I ’m currently finishing my undergraduate degree in neuroscience and psychology . AWS helped me prepare for

my college education in many ways and has continued to directly influence my work . My senior project in high

school , a short book on Happiness , has influenced my current undergraduate thesis project . I am creating a

podcast series about mental health , Into the Light , where college students can share anonymous mental

health stories . The creative skills I learned at Waldorf have largely aided me during the design process of my

podcast series . I will graduate this May and want to pursue a Masters Degree in Counseling Psychology . In the

future , I hope to become a therapist who helps decrease mental health stigmatization globally and increase

awareness and value for mental health . I am very thankful to the AWS community for everything it taught me

and I am always open to connecting with more members of the community . If you would like to chat with me ,

please send me an email at dulcesweet9@gmail .com .

 

Hello everybody! I’m Dulce Rivera, 
Class of 2017
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Jacob Rhodes , AWS Class of 2003 , 

In 1994 I was blessed to join the very first Waldorf class

of Betsy Hanelius as they were entering the 4th grade .

My family had moved to Texas from Maui (where I had

been a student at the Haleakala Waldorf School), and

AWS welcomed us into the community like family . I

don ’t really remember my first day , but I do treasure

countless subsequent memories with classmates and

teachers as we progressed up through the grades : from

morning verses , through Main Lessons , on the

playground , at the festivals , class plays , camping trips…

I now consider those years to be some of the most

formative of my life , enabling me in many ways to find

and pursue the work that I love .27 years later… I have

returned to the Texas Hill Country (although my heart

never left). I have also returned to many of the skills

and all of the creativity that was cultured in me during

my years at Waldorf

. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
 

After years of handyman work down in Houston , and a couple of house remodeling projects , I

moved with my family to Fredericksburg where we started building fancy treehouses to operate

as vacation rentals . This was a very unconventional career choice , and we weren ’t sure if it

would succeed . My wife and I worked as a team on each step of the process : analyzing the

financial plan , making the myriad design choices , and doing the building and furnishing (the

first treehouse took over a year to build). It was stressful because of the uncertainty and risk ,

but it was satisfying because it was our own vision . We now have five treehouses on our little

slice of Hill Country land , and we have purchased another little chunk to build even more ! 

My new occupation has really opened my eyes to the value of finding your own voice and

finding the courage to use it — and not purely in a selfish sense , but in a way that the

community of people around you values and rewards . I suspect that “The Social Dilemma” on

Netflix (highly recommended), has been watched and heeded by the Waldorf community . But if

not , make sure to keep up with our treehouse venture on Instagram @honeytreefbg or here at

Honey Tree Farm !

Also , I still play my cello every Christmas . Thanks , Waldorf !

https://www.instagram.com/honeytreefbg/
https://www.honeytreefbg.com/


FOR THE TIMES THEY ARE
A-CHANGIN'

Mike Sekel AWS Board President 

It ’s an old Bob Dylan tune but how appropriate for today . Your old stomping grounds at

the school are a-changin '  too . AWS is celebrating its 40th year this year and has been on

the current campus since 1986 . In the summer of ’86 , with the sound of saws and

hammers , parents quickly assembled eight classrooms to meet the needs of grades 1

through 8 . By the late ‘90s , the high school campus was added , and capped off with the

construction of the gym and the Performing Arts Center . Beyond the addition of Grade 3

building projects , changes have become fewer with only the addition of the science lab

and Grades foreign language rooms in the intervening years .

Those 35-year-old buildings are getting a little long in the tooth , and the Austin Waldorf

School needed to develop plans to freshen the campus while maintaining its woodsy

charm . For the past four years , the groundwork has been laid to develop a new vision of

the campus including not only the structures but also the landscaping and pathways . TO

take on this great task , the school hired Lake|Flato Architects , Word & Carr Design Group ,

and Dunaway Associates to work with the community in creating a new design for the

entire campus , The design team offered a Master Site Plan for acceptance . Currently , the

team is putting the final touches on a concept design for Phase 1 , a High School complex

blending onto the field and street sides of the gym . Amazingly , with some ground shaping

and money , the field will be able to be expanded to be a true competition-ready soccer

field .
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FOR THE TIMES THEY ARE
A-CHANGIN'

Mike Sekel AWS Board President 
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The Master Site Plan is working on creating a robust capital campaign to help embark and

complete Phase 1 in 2025 . Freshening up the grades buildings will be re-imagined and

come to light following the completion of Phase 1 . 

'The horizon leans forward , offering you space to place new steps for change '

 - Maya Angelou
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CREATING NEW 
CONNECTIONS 
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ALUMS.WALDORFEDUCATION.ORG

 

https://alums.waldorfeducation.org/
https://alums.waldorfeducation.org/
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YOUR GIFT IS APPRECIATED
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Thank you to each alumnus who donated to the
Austin Waldorf Schools 2020 annual giving event. 

 
With your donations, the Austin Waldorf School

was able to:

 
Add additional teaching staff to allow for more
outdoor opportunities and smaller student
groups,
Add shade and seating for outdoor learning
spaces,
Add additional hand-washing stations,
Add additional outdoor teaching/learning
materials, and
Help cover COVID-related cleaning and
sanitation costs.

 

THANK YOU
 

Your donations broke a school record for the 
most number of alumni donations to one fund. 

 

 If you are interested in learning more about how
you can give to the Austin Waldorf School,

please visit: 
 https://austinwaldorf.org/support/make-a-

donation/
Your time is also valuable. 

Here's how you can get involved.
https://austinwaldorf.org/support/get-involved/ 
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https://austinwaldorf.org/support/make-a-donation/
https://austinwaldorf.org/support/get-involved/
https://austinwaldorf.org/support/get-involved/

